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utilize to the full non-Burmese skill and experience during a transi-
tion period which must necessarily be long, as business experience
cannot be acquired in a day* The non-Burmans have not only the
experience but also the foreign contacts, and the capital The right
line of advance seems to us to be a partnership between these and
the Burmese, Certain important British firms are already looking
to the future and are recruiting Burmans for the covenanted ranks
of their services. This will provide opportunities to young Bur-
mans for training in commerce. We would like to see in addition
the incorporation of new companies with part of their capital pro-
vided by the existing non-Burmese business undertakings of high
standing and repute and the remainder by the Burmese themselves.
Such a new company would in a sense be a subsidiary company of
the old and could work in coordination with it. For instance, the
new company could take over the distribution side of the business
of the parent company and in any case the new company will har-
ness the local knowledge and the goodwill of the Burmese to the
experience of the non-Burmese element. There may be other ways
of achieving the same result but the point is that the Burmese must
be content to hasten slowly. A free Burma will need external
capital, cannot afford to do without the non-Burmese business
talent and experience which has helped to develop Burma in the
past and, above all, she will need international goodwill, which
alone is the key to the maintenance of freedom and the achievement
of prosperity, and the neglect of which in the past led to the loss
of Burmese independence.10
10 The Burmese Review, July 1,1946. U Tin Tut, an Economics Honours
graduate of Cambridge, edited this journal before entering the Cabinet of
General Sir Hubert Ranee as an independent or nonparty man. In view of
the ability of Burmese Communists to organize strikes and other fairly im-
pressive demonstrations of strength, one cannot be certain that U Tin Tut
is going to prove correct in stating that "communism of the red brand will
[not] find the soil of Burma fertile to its growth."